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FOUR SCORE YEARS AND MORE 
14 r modt•rJlS Care hut little for tiH~ romance of the 

' ' lmrif'd ypars-yt>t that same musty past bears 

~trikiug moral for tlw mu~rc lon•r of today. It IS not 

PIIOIIg"h t hut "I' :-;a~- tlw I lou~" of I\ imball wa:-oo horn mort> 

than Pighty Y*'ar~ a;.ro. Thi~ IS a drab statPrw·nt. in a 

lllt'HIIIIl).! of mon· than four :'('01"1' y1•ar;-;. t...f! \Yiu•n tiH' 

HollSI' of l~iruhall \\US foundt•d nu tlw Cit~- h~- the Lake, 

011 !liP ~pnmling- pmiriPs of flliuois) 111 <1 town euiiPd Chi-

SLTaJwrs. noist•. bust!t• ami flurry of tht> crtl\\ded millions. 

Bueharmn \Hb pn·~ideut of um· fort~-lwo ~tall's, the 

populatiou of which was l11rl thirty million. :\hrahum 
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' FOUR SCORE YEARS AND MORE • • • 

Lincoln, the Great Emancipator. the Illinois lawyer, the man of destiny, 
...... 

had not even gained national prominence. 1\lcn lived more simply then-
r 

the craftsmen in the musical arts were adapting the lessons of Europe to • 
Anwrican ambitions. It was then that the House of Kimhall was 

founded. 4./f From the beginning the husinf'ss was huilt upon tht> solid rock of 

sound business methods. Production of the finf'st in musical instruments was 

never limited hy economic em£>rgencif's. :\lodf'rn transportation faciliti£>s 

soon brought the ad,·antages of the tremendous l\.imhaiJ factor~- facilities 

to piano and pipe-orgau huyf'r::; throughout thf' l'nilf'd ~talt>s and iu remote 

corners of the world. Through thrf'e wars ami 

sen•n depressions the financial rPsponsihility of 

thE' W. W. Kimball Company has stood unques~ 

tioncd. ::\ecessity never had the opportunity to 

tempt a sacrifice of artistic integrit~-. ~...~ Toda~··s 

huy£>r of thE> Kimball pipe-organ has this eighty 
0 

)·ear record of sound growth and unparallded 0 
stability as assurance of merit in the instrument he chooses. 2'\o promise 

of quality is so convincing as that which is hacked by past performauce. 
a 
0 
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TONAL DESIGN 
All Kim hall organs are hnilt in nur factor~· tot he mtr.<l exad in!! sped Hea

lions. which art> designt>d b~- I ht> Kimball staff of organ architt>cls in 

consultation with the purchast>r and his advisf'rs. ::Xo two organs rna~· 

bt> built t>xactly alike, be-cause E>ach nne must Yary in its tonality and 

powE>r in ordt>r to correctly suit thf" size and acoustics of the church and 

t ht> purptr.:.t> it is tn servf'. C.arPfnl dPsij!ning by consdt>ntious. experienrPd 

artists will I hPreforf' rrf'alf' an artist ir. wf'IJ halancf'd organ; whf'rf'as 

indifff'rf'nt df'sign rP,.uiH on I~- in mPdioeril ~·· Skillful plannim: anrl 

careful allen! ion to I hP spPrificat ion:' of h. imhall organ" art> of I hf' grealf'sl \'Rhlf' to 1 hP 

pipe organ. its function a;; a musical instrumPnl to rf'ndPr tlw pla~ing of thf' f!I'Pal reJ>Prtoirr• 

of mu"k within it" wiciP seopf' and. most imporlanl. tlw umlf'l·lyin:: fundamental prindpl!•,; 

of r-orrN·t lone pnxluetion. Th(' Kimball stall' j,; alwa~·s happ~· to 

coopt"ratP with you in I hP dPsign of I hP idf'al orl!'all for ~our purposf' 

without any obligation on ~·our part.. <..t! In en•ry arti-;tk field or 
endea\'or in this countQ· the influenct> of the Old World has left its 

unmi,..takahle imprint and in the tonal desil!n of :\mPriean organs. tlw !!rPat EHroJwan inslru-

rnent::. stand a~ I hP critPrion. I•• which dosP adhereneP is dt>sirahlf'. Howewr. in~C'nuit ~- and 

rP,;ourcPfulnPss. thP inhf'rl'nl qualitil's of our nat inn. ha,~P e•mtrihuiNI many tonal and !IIPf'han-

1\.imhall Company in no small IOC'asurf' has addPd it,; ,;harP or tlwse improwrnents. (,t! .\11 

1\.imball organs are basicall~- designt>d along traditional tonal patterns and, furthermorP. 

special eare is taken to indude the many lovely soft tonP colors and soln slops. which sciencP 

and modem manufacturing facilitiPs make available today. The Kimball organ in both tonal 

and mechanical respects is a modern .\mt>rican organ-a truly fine masterpiect>. 
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THE ORGANIST'S OPINION 

We wish it were possible to publish all the letters of praise about the Kimball 

organ which we have received. If Space here allows only a few. These 

below are all from outstanding organists whose opinions merit your fullest 

consideration. 

Tb~ Utapa,•on rhoru11 l!'f.. nt.:trnifit•f'!nL In atMitinn, tltt" ~-,.~hh 

uf tllt'autiful ,...tn rf't"'•l"' anti nt~r 11nft rffN'(A i"' .~~:h,...,hJtf"f!- nul 

l"Urp.-.. ,...--t in an~ tWtan that I ha'·~ f'H·r ba(l tlwo ri~At"Urr of 

rlaJ~ in~ ~ ... TtM"''t'* h•• nf"H•r lW"f'n a riphrr NQce I h.n·e- ria, ffl 
lh«' ur.-an. 

I'AL'\IEH. Cllfii:HU:'\, .\~~ .-\fiBOH.. :'IIICII. 

TM ~ .. au <"h.aractrri:nk. ,.·hetbeT C'hnrutt or orrhe .. tral: 
th.!o ttrinlif~ •nd ftutr-~ an- 110 halanrf"d du:l they an ''.ad both 
fur meolocJW .and Afft,tmpaniment.al pur~ Tlw Oi:apa ... m" are 
••oJid. M"itMr toa tuhhJ~ nor to.• t'dff'Y .... The --·rll,; a"' t:fff!'cti,.-f:; 
1M •h.ad~• an -..·ondil!'l'fun,~ r~prn:ui•e. 

CHAS . .\I. COl:fiBIJI:'\. ~E'Il" H)RJ\, ~. \', 

Tlx arit-t(.J('f'ac~· of tmw:., tlw w·.-_,nderfuf tnnal h•lanc."!t' makt" 

tM~ two in.ttrumf'nU trul)' mafnifii:"ent.. 
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.\H'WI.Il IH'O'\" •. ~!<IIEVILU;. :-<. C. 

Tlu"' fin,. Di.ar•a.,un familiC'-"• l·rilli.ant rlll';rutt I"M!!'d~ rit·h 
-.tf"itUt"~ r.n ijrlohin:: •fft illlUf)!!>. $1'f'nrral bkonrl anti f"\'t'O lmiM·up, 
m;~k~ lt HOt" of t~ mttttf t-fTf'rtive in&trumenU in m'' exprrit-nf'f'. 

Tltf" 1\imhatl •'-'r~an i" inromt•atahk- in it• quit·l rHJw•nl'f". 
it!' flofu•r rr•i"t~ uf lovf'l~- quality. it" Jl'l""t"r(ul no.-i•tf'rfl nf 
nnltlr f'Wlnurity,. and .. m~tl't im(WJf"tant .. it• ~n~mb'-" .. tht" ~der· 
.111nnl of all arti~tk r-la,.·er~S of Of'Jan,.. 

'Tunali, t~ ot'l'an ., .... · ma.,.nifin.at~ thnf' l""in• • ~·f'alth 

uf f'"\f'"r.'' ria•"' uf IOIH' and •n rrn~rwMimin~ rlima,. T~ dh·rr .. 
,.ifiratit,n ami lwaut)· of 1M l"lrin• tt'IOf"d •ln(M thruu,huut the 
in .. trHmt"lll~ dlf" rlurm and l'ih·n,.· rh..r .. rtrr o( the- up~ •·nrk. 
tl~ P'•Mw1 jut1•m.f!'nt "'h('"'" in thf!" t".alntf"nt and lltrf'"n,:th nf the 
Outf:> and •1iaJ•a~)fl rt-ri:Jt.lt"r• anti I~ ,t",t"f'llf'-nt f'"OIIoll"ml•lt" ••f the 
'>trimt• ffe(Htrtnttnl~~o. the!"'e. an•lthf, man!' otMr J•tintfl,. impft"f'H"d 
th~nJ!~.eho~4 ••• E11p-riall)· nota hit". ton. *"' thf' finf"t,· •radf'd.. f}ui~t 
and •tuidd,· l"e'tlfl'IM'I•u· fil,.-f"ll •huttn .ac:-tW•n. "'-tth ~1H"th·e- rHn• 

trul. Yuu are tn ~ rnn~ratulatcd on "mtr ,fH'al a("hie~·rmt'nt. 

E\n:HSO" RICII.\RD5. ATI.A:'\TIC CITY. "· J. 

'runath· it i~ :M~JlH'h. Earh ''nice h.af an inrlh·irlualh,·~ ,.-hilf'" 
at 1h~ foamf' tim"!' ("lf.)Otrihutint lo tM f'"rt~mMt"-and in thiA 
JT•(H"rt tiM" llC'Jl'an nands a~L dM" br:o~t lkmnn!tlr.ation in Ammca 
uf "hat a fuU ()f'Ji.an f"MIW"mhlr .-buutd llf'. 

The full or•an Le,.aro d~OK"ription: I do not think l have 
t", . .,.r ht"ard P.ur.h .. bltondin;r of di•fl<l~t... miuu~• and rhoru• 
rHd• into an rn,"'f"mhle uf ,:luriou• toi'M.". Tht" A01o ned* are 
peor(t"c:-1. a111 are al1>0 tiM- ttrin••· I kno~' J ha\·e RJade no lllit:take 
in daoo.t'in' the Kimball ••• "rhf' 8Wt>fl ~h.-dt"l!l ~·tort!' a nvt"lation;: 
,.uch an ... ,-f!'li,. l!lmQI)th and f:.'Orttinuout~ f:'ft'l'<Tndo I ne•rr beard. 
£,·f!"r,·chin,: ~·nrk~d .-nd did it quic.-ld,.- and tLilf'ntly~ 
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_KIMBALL PIPE ORGAN INSTALLATIONS ___ ,~ 

Th(' n·. n·. Kimlmll Company lm.<; /mill m·er four llwwmnrl pipe oraan.<:. 

in.,.fallerl all m·er /he u·orld. The Kimball organ im:/allalions ll'hich are depicled 

'll /he foilml'ing page.<: hare been selecled from our long li.<:l becaw.:e /bey are 

lypical inslallalion$. Erery one of these organ." u·as especially desig1!ed by 

lite 1\.imball .<~la.(f in commllalion ll'ifh the purchaser and his addsers lo sui/ 

/he acowslieal comlilions f~( the church and /he purpose if serres. 
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ST. BERNADETTE'S R. C. CHURCH • BROOKLYN, N.Y. 

OJ moe/ern ~·el lruclilional The Kimball organ is located 

behind lhe clecoralire grilles on 
arrhiledure this church has as 

either side of the lxl~·ecl stained 

betml (ful rm inferior w; erferior. glass window in the rear gallery. 
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HOLLYWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH • CALIFORNIA 
This ed{fice of English-Gothic archileclure has a stalely lower rising lo a height of 

125 feel in which there i.~ a len-tone sel of tubular Chimes. played .from the organ 

console. The interior i.~ :~lriclf.v in keeping rl'ilh the archileclure o.f the n:lerior. The 

large Kimball orgar1 on:upies tile an:hu·ay at the front of the church ahore I he Choir 

balcony. 
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_FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST· SCIENTIST· OAK PARK· ILL. _ ___, 

A 
' 1 

Tlze thret manual Kimball tonal beauf.v of this organ is 

orgnn i.• located dirtdl.v br- charmingly enhanctd by il-1 

hind the l)rnamenta/ grille, ideal selling and u probably 

which is the outstanding better knou:n than any in 

decoration of I he inferior. The Chicago's nearby suburbs. 
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FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST • SCIENTIST • CA~IBRIDGE • ~1ASS. 

A fine example of contemporary Classical archifeelure. this beautijul.erl(fice is 

graced by a three manual 1\imbal/ organ. inslalled behind the three arched tmte 

openings at lite front of the auditorium. 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH • COLUMBUS • OHIO 

Behind beautiful grillework, manual Kimball organ. An 

located on the lefl side of ' Echo organ is placed orer 

the Chancel, this z·ery promi- /he balcony al the rear of 

rt"'''l Church has a large .four U1e church. 
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EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH • LA GRANGE • ILLINOIS 
Jtf'WJJIL-___ _j 

One u.f /he must beautiful in worthy feature of the three mamt-

the Episcopal diocese uf Chi-
a/ K i'mba/1 organ reus the e.flec-

t:I.I!J''· /his Churt:h represents an 

~~,,li.<tandiny e.rample of 13th 
lire i11sfallaliun of the organ i'n 

<erdur.v Gothic archileclure in space rer.v limited and at first 

nppar.'rllly imuiNpwle. 

13 
' 



__ FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH • COLORADO SPRINGS • COLO. __ 

Simplicity was the key- The Kimball organ is of 

note in the archileclural two manuals and an Echo 

de.-.;ign of this church- organ is located in the 

! resull-J)·erene beauty. rear of the auditorium. 
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FIRST METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH • WILMETTE • ILLINOIS 
The three manual Kimball organ is installed in chambers on either side of lhe Chancel 

behind decoralh·e grilles. 
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THE TEMPLE • CLEVELAND • 0 HI 0 
O.r dislinctire orchileclure. llli.1 ediji(e serres one of the mQS/ imporlonl 

./e1cixlt t:tJngrP!/rtlians in IM!< rmwtry. Tlte four manual 1\imball organ iJt 

'"'~'•fer/at llu• fmnl •{f the autfit,rium mul sr.euk.• lhroli!Jh the yrille ulwre /he 

lire s(rettl. A11 Edto oryml SfH'tlb /lmmg/1 u yrille ul /lit' rror of ll1t' (/mrt:lt. 
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CONGREGATION B'NAI B'RITH • LOS ANGELES • CALIFORNIA 
This magnificent Temple is known the world V!V!r for its beautiful murals 

erecu/ed by an European artit!l. The .four manual Kimball organ is locllfed 

diredf.v behir~d the dec~ratire grilll' abare /he Choir lofil)('hind I hi! trotld panelled 

screen. Therl! ;, also a two manual Kimball organ in a Chapel adjacent to 

the awlilorium. 
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WESTMINSTER 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH AT 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

One of lhe mosl churchly edifices in St. Louis; lhe three manual Kimball organ 

is in el'ery way appropriate fo the character and beauty of lhe Church and ils service. 



_FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH • LOS ANGELES • CALIFORNIA--. 

:i 
' !1 

s ,fl/ire is one of the largest Here we find a four manual 

!/los/ l~autiful churches of its Kimball organ behind the decora-

rnina/irm in this country. The 
til'e grille; also a two manual 

rose tci udotcs are reproduc-

()f lh<> famous rose u•indows Kimball organ m the adjacent 

:/wrlres Cathedral, France. Chapel. 
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.----ST. FRANCIS DE SALES ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH----. 
BELLE HARBOR • LONG ISLAND • NEW YORK 

This beautiful parish Church was designed and buill under the supen·ision of the 

Brooklyn Diocesan Building Commission, which also approred ihe purchase of the 

two manual Kimball organ, specially designed for the Catholic liturgy. 
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-ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL· PITTSBURGH • PENNSYLVANIA---. 

This four manual organ u·as one of many Kimball organs 

donated by Andrew Carnegie and u·as installed in 1900. 
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__ FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH • EVANSTON • ILLINOIS--. 

The three manual Kimball organ is located in chambers on 

either side of the Chancel and speaks through decoratire grilles. 

This organ u'as designed by Dr. ll "illiam H. Barnes, eminent 

organ architect and organist of this church. In Dr. Barnes' 

"The Contemporary American Organ," the moat authoritatire 

book on organ building, is found a detailed accorml of the 

specifu:alions of this organ. 
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_ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH· LOS ANGELES· CAL. ____ 

!{ im1J([ll organ is 

r manual.~ and ifs 

',eauf.v is in keeping 

1his Church, which 

trchiledural master-

The organ is di-

23 

rided and placed in cham

bers orer the Chancel on 

either side . . 4n Echo organ 

is located abore the ceiling 

of the Church and speaks 

through a grille. 
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DENVER • C 0 L 0 R AD 0 _______ ___, 

.,his historic Episcopal Cathedral u·as incorporated lll 1861 by special enaclmenl '~f /he 

gislalure of the Colorado Territory. Today il rs one of the important Cathedrals l11 the world. 

'he four manual Kimball organ rs most comprehensire. serrmg no/ only /he musical require-

enls of the Cathedral, but as a recital organ for the City of Dem·er. The organ u·as /he gift of 

f rs. Lau•rence C. Phipps as a JI emoriallo her fa/her. the /ale Pial/ Rogers. former JI ayor 

· the City rif Denrer. Colorado. Speci'jica/ions of the organ are as folloll's: 

GREAT 
Ill Corn• I ·1~-15-17) .. IRl -1' Or•· ....... tral Flutr .. 
\" PI• in J•u 115-19-22-2h-2'l J. .lO; I' f;amhtoueo ....... 

t l" neonrlu!4!'d. f'..:f"eopt • ., indirat~ttl \ II>' Wal•lhnrn ....... 7J 2' PiN"nlo llarmunirlllf". 

Oouhleo Diap.a~n .. ,.. R' Trumprl ...... 71 R' Tuha \I iral•ili" ... 
R' f'rrnrh llnrn, 

(~)uinta ton ,.. 8' CnrnoJ.IIt'an .. 7.1 R' c .. ~ .. \nl'l.ai". 
f'ir,.t lliapa,..nn. ,.. R' 01..,.. 71 ·I' Clariun 
~.md Diapa!oqn ..... hi R' Vo'll: llumana .. ,.. R' llarp 

/--Third Oiapaoon ...... Ill t' Clarion 71 I' Vlr~~ota 
R' Chimr• 

(.\" 

· armonic Flute ....... ,.. R' Harp ... (rnm Chnir 
.... utlnn .. Ill t' Crlrl'ta from Choir Trrm..-.f.., 

l;rm•lw,.n fol 8' Chime-• frnm S,.,lu 
Fir!'t Orta,·eo. hi Tremol•• PEIHJ. 
~mri Orta'l"f' "' I l. nrnrln!'f"tl. ru't'pt 81' hnrru"rri 
Flntr tl .. rmoniq•Jeo. "' CHOIR 

3"' 01llf"n OiapB!!·on. 
( k-ta,·eo Quint "' lh' C lr~n DiapaJi.fJO .. 
:'u~r Octa,·eo .. "' lh' Contra Dulciana .. 7.1 lh' Prinri~t.iill 
Fnurniturr 'lQ-!:2-26-:0 1 2U R' Diapai!IOn .. 71 lh' Uoubk Uiapa""un 
Full ~li,;tuN' 1.8-12-15-17) .. .!!h'l R' \"iola .. 7.1 lh' f;t"ill't'n 
Cnntra Tromha. Ill R' ConCfft F1utf' ... 7.1 16' \·iulnn,. 
Trnmha 61 R' DulrianA 71 16' Duur.-l•m 
Cl..riun ... R' l'nda ~tari•. 71 ., .. C:untra t;~~tmha 
Chimr• (rnrn Suln t' Prf'•tant. 71 It\' ContrOl Salirional. 
Treomoln t frw f'IK'InH'd lat.ial •to("& t' \'iola ... 7.1 If> Echo Li•lolirh 
*En<k...,d t' Lieoblirh nntf'. ~:i In' Contra Dulciana 

22 ~· • :"'azard 61 8' J"iPt O•··ta,·f'. 

S\l"EU. 2' Pi«olo. 61 R' ~rond Octa•r .. 
).Sf,' Twrt"e. "' 8' f:eoi,.eon .... 

Cnntra Satiriuna1 .... 73 lfo' Bauoon. 7.1 R' 0-llo. 
E•hn Li•hlich ...... 7::1 R' Trompt'Uf'. 71 8' Flutr 
( ;eoil'rn PriiK'ipal. ... 73 8' Clarinet ........ 71 K' Still~rrd~kt. 
llohl flilt• ........ 73 R' Orchntral Dione. 7.1 R' Oulriana .... 
Rnhrnotr .. 73 R' Harp ......... 61 ltar., 1' ~upn- f k-tau· 
~aliciunal.. 73 t' Celrflla. (rum Harp I' Flutr 
\'oi' Cek.,te 73 R' Chim .... (rnm Sulo IV ~lhtuN' 12-1';-19-22). 
A1t01inr ';3 Tremolo 3~' Contra u·aMhnrn. 
.\t"Olinr Ce~tr . 73 If>' TrnmLnneo .• 
f'laulo Dnl("f' .. 73 If>' ContrA Trnmha 
Flut• 0-""'t• ... 61 SOLO lh' \\"aldhnrn 
(k-ta,·r ~i~rrn. 73 16' Contra Gamba .•.... 7.1 lfo' 1Jal'll'f"'Ml0 

Tca,·tr!IC' Flutr ;3 8' Flauto ~tirabilis .. ;J R' Tcumpt"l 
T .. ·•lfth ..... 61 8' Gamba. 7J I' Clarion 
Firt~nth .... 61 8' Gamba Celf'8te ..... 73 8' Chimr~ 

Thirty .. !evrn ~uplt'n • Fifty adjustablr combination pi~tonfl. Fnur lt01lanceod r'pff'!l•ion ~a f .. ; 

CTe~ndo pe-dal • ~l"zo .. S(orzando and SCorzando reveoniblr111 • ~ inf' rf'Yf'rl-ihlf' toe pi~ton~. ma!ltrr 

f'sprellion and eelecti•e espreuiou eoutrol to eounect any or all e'll:pre•siontloany exprf's&ion pe-dal. 
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:.; tuhulotr t"""l1" 

Crun1 rnotrnwJ .. J 
I:! 
:~:! 

:~:;! 

(rum f~r,..o.t 
J•> 

~i~ 

~::! 

, frurn :'ulu 
(rnm ~"e-ll 
(rum ~"rll 
frnm Chuir 

12 
32 
12 
12 
12 

frum ~"'·,.1) 

frnm Choir 
.12 

·~ 1:x 
12 
.1::! 

Crum (;rPal 
.1:! 

(rum Ch1,ir 
.12 
32 

.from :'tol'• 

r 
1 



_THORNE HALL • NORTIDVESTERN UNIVERSITY • CHICAGO___.. c 

Thts auditorium serz·es the post-graduate Colleges of the Xorlhu·estern Cni-

t•ersily and is a center for cullural acliz·ilies for the C:nit·ersity as zcell as the 

City of Chicago. The four manual Kimball organ has been played by the world's 

oulslanding artists and has been ll'idely acclaimed for ils tonal beauty. 
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ORGANS FOR THE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION 

THE verv exact requirements of the educational institution as to its 

musical instruments must include tonal beauty, unfailing reliability and 

low cost of maintenance. The Kimball organ most admirably fulfills these 

demands as is Pvidenced by its world-wide acceptance by 

leading CninrsitiPs and other educational institutions. 

P:\llTIAt USTIXG 

X or! bw~trrn l-nin·r~it ~-, Chicago, 
lllinoi"' 

Ya~"-ar C".nllt>gP, Poughkrrl'"it>. 
Xrw York 

{thin \\"r•le•·an l"nin·r~it•·, 
Dt>lawarr. Ohio • 

l"nh·rr~it•· of Oklahoma. 
:\urman. Okla. 

Lawr.-ncr Collrgeo •. \ppleton, Wi~c. 

-' li,-~ouri \"all.-~· c..n .. g ... 
!\lar;;hall. -'lo. 

Carle-ton Collrge-, :'\orthfie-1<1, 'linn. 

Stat<' Tt>achrr·,. CollPgP, 'linot, 
Xorth Dakota 

Amt>rican ConSE"n·aton· of _\lu~ic, 
Chicago, Illinois · 

Drtruit Con~rrvaton· of -'1 u,-ic. 
De-troit, !\lichigan' 

Srijo-Sakurn School, Tokio, Japan 

l"nion -'lrdical College. 
Pe-iping, China 

"orth Ct>ntral Collt>g ... 
!l>apervill ... Ill. 

CORNELL COLLEGE, MT. VER
.YO.V, IOW.4; four manual Kimball 
organ. 

J'..t SSA R COLLEGE. POL'Gfi
KEEPSIE, .Y. }'.: four maT/ual 
Kimball organ. located in Belle SkiTiner 
//all. 
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....---MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM • ~IINNEAPOLIS ·MINNESOTA---. 

Sealing 10,000 people, this huge auditorium has a large fit•e manual Kimball 

organ of ra.111l tonal resource.<;. II is one of the largest organs in the world. 

Consisting of 102 speaking slops and 7 percussions, this organ is in.llllalled 

in specially buill organ chambers on both sides of the proscenium arch. There 

are lu·o consoles, one fire manual and one four manual, from u·hic!J /he organ 

can be played singly or simullaneously. The World's outstanding organists 

hat•e played this organ before rasl audiences and their praise of the tonal beauty 

of /he organ is unanimous. 
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MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM· PRETORIA· UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
In this far away land of gold and diamonds, we find a large four manual 

Kimball organ, which sert•es as a fine recital organ for this city. The conlracl 

to build this organ was awarded in most serere international competition. The 

tonal beauty of the Kimball organ and its mosl reliable organ mechanism tt•ere 

the deciding factors in our favor, another proof of the uVJrld -wide confidence 

in /he Kimball organ. 
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.----MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM • ~IEMPHIS • TENNESSEE __ 

The large fire manual Kimball organ is located in sereral chambers suspended 

across the auditorium, a most unique but ideal selling fur the organ. 
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MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM • \VORCESTER ·MASSACHUSETTS 
This beautiful building, dedicated lo the memory of those who paid the supreme sacrifice 

in /he World rrar, is a mosl important center for musical activities in New England. The 

famous rr·orcester Festival, held here et·ery year, draws allendance from lhe entire United 

Stales. The four manual Kimball organ is t'ery comprehensive and u:as specially designed 

for the many purposes if serves. 
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.----UNION ~IEDICAL COLLEGE • PEIPING • CHINA_ ....... 

Founded by the Rockefeller Foundation in 1919. /Ids ('olle!JC t•onsb;/s of four-

leen buildings on appro.rimalef.v len acres of land. The archilec/ure of all build-

inys is in harmony zl'ith the great archileclural monuments of Peiping; lhe 

Chinese forms for the exteriors, bul the inferiors modified for lite praclical 

purposes for u.dzich /he buildings are used. In /he auditorium building, /he 

center of all social and cullural aclirilies. is found a Kimball organ used for 

Chapel serrices and recitals. 
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_CATHEDRAL OF THE SCOTTISH RITE • ST. LOUIS • ~10.----. 

This stalely building has a four manual Kimball organ in /he large audilorium, 

u•hich seals 3,000 people. Echo and Anlip/wnal sec/ions of /he organ are special 

features of this instrumenl. which is used primarily for accompaniment of the 

ritual tmrk in the Lodge. Jlany organ recilal.Y are also featured bringing out 

the beautiful solo effecls of this inslrnmenl. 
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~------------THE KIMBALL-WELTE 

Four mnnual ron..,U 
i~ /lnibnrn>f.\fr. . 
. \1. P. }'nun/. Spin
d/ttl(JP Farm. fll"{fr 
f,,..ritt•Jlon. 1\y. 

N
O one has ever expressed the full value of fine music in the home. Filled 

with paintings, sculpture, objets d'art and every other luxury a home 

is poor indeed without some instrument of musical expression. ,ff 'Vhat more 

irresistibly enchanting instrument can grace the home---than a reproducing 

pipe organ! A mere touch of a hutton will bring forth the great music of 

the world. from the simple melod~- of song to the 

majestic strains of a Beethoven Symphony or a 

Bach Fugue. t...IF The playing of the worlcl"s out-

standing organists is at ~·our command in the Kim_-

hall-Welte Reproducing Organ. In the words of one 

famous Artist: "ll produces the liring soul of any 

arlisl so perfeclly lhal I can dh4inyuisll my friends and colleagues in their 

interpretation and /ouch. II i.~ imptJssiiJ/e lo lelllhe reproduclions from /he actual 

pla.ving. II is /he miracle of !he century.·· t...tf The Kimball-\Yelte Reproducing 

Organ is easy to install. It may be placed in a basement, attic. stair or 

closet space with tone outlets through grilles in the living rooms. Its cost 

is moderate, its yield in bf'auty and enjoyment beyond evaluation. 
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REPRODUCING ORGAN ______________ ~ 

.\lusic Room in Residence o.f Strwlm James.-\. Phipps, Denrer. Colarado 

Shml'ing one typical Rimbal/-Welle Reproducing Organ inslallalion, u·here 

/he organ is located in /he basement. The lone is carried info the lh•ing rooms 

hy means of lone clmfes and /he lone opening.<; are concealed behind hanuiny 

tapestries. The 1\.imball-Welle Player mechani.ml is installed in a separafe 

raldnel and con/rolled from seural prO[Jram panels. from which any one of fen 

composifiom; can be selecled a/ /he mere /ouch of a lmllon. 

R~sid~nctf of &flulor Jam~.• .·L Phipps 
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• A LIVING MEMORIAL_ 

JJ'J 

~~~hi!Jli.I.A~J 

.J.J...JJ.,J..I,.J .,.., ...... ..,...~~ 
J ,, ... ..I.I...J 

Frank Jr. 1/mre:s .\lemorial Chn['#'l • Brans/on. 11/irwis 

1'hf> sdection of a tokf>n given to chf>rish thf> nwrnory of onf> df>parted 

merits carf>ful and searching considt>ration. t...lf What morf> beautiful 

mt>dium can be chosen for the t>xprt>ssion of ~·our t houghts-1 han a pipt> organ! lE Its living 

quality of crt>aling beautiful music its dulct>t tones" of serene beauty- ils vibrant and 

solemn grandeur - there is no other choice more capable of fulfilling your ev.-ry wish. 

PARTIAL LISTI.'\G 

The Ho~r Plott :\Jemorial Orgun, St. John's 
Cathedral. Dem·er, Colo. 
The William H. :\lartin :\lemorial Organ, l'ir>'t 
Con~. Chur<"h. Columbus, Ohio. 
The World War :\lemorial Organ, :\tunidpal .\udi
toriwn. Wor<"ester. :\Ia"-"· 
The Belle Skinnt>r ::\h•morial Organ. \'as.~ar ColleJ,.>e, 
Pom;hkeepsie . .'\. Y. 
The .\. C. Kuhn :\Iemorial Organ, Fir>~t Reformed 
Chur<'h. :'\"ew Philadelphia, Ohio 
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Tht> F. W. Howl's .\lemorial Organ, Howes Me
morial Chapt>l. E,·anston, Illinois 

The S. .\1. Parri"h :\lemorial Organ, L!'igh St. 
Bapti=>l Cbureb, Hkhmond. Ya. 

The :\Ierner !\fl•n10rinl Organ, .'\orth Central 
ColleJ!(•, .'\ np•rvitl!', I II. 

The H. B. Hawlev :\l!'morial Organ. Women·,. Cluh, 
Des :\loin~. Ia. • 

J 
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.---THE KIM BALL SELF- C 0 N TAINED 0 R G AN_ 

This Kimball organ is built in beautiful casework of Gothic design with the console 

attached as shown above. If so desired, the console can be detached at little extra cost. If 
This organ needs on!~- a connection to a nearby electric outlet for its operation and requires 

a minimum of space. Built to the same standard of high quality as the large Kimball 

organs, these remarkable instruments are outstanding in tonal beauty and mechanical 

reliability, ~-et priced within the reach of the most modest appropriation. ~,.Sf A special 

brochure about these organs is available upon request giving full details and prices of 

the various models. 
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KIMBALL HALL 

THE HOCSE OF KDIBALL 
has erectt'd in Chicago a 

tribute to music. This is a monu-
mt'nt in fact- a towering shrine. 
From ground floor to roof music 

is its tht'me. for many floors of 
this notable sk~·scraper of down

town Chicago are dt'voted ex

clusive!~- to mn"ic. There arc 

practice moms. stmlios of world

famous musicians, publisht'rs, 

makers and st>llers of all typPs 

of musical instruments. In Kim
hall Hall is one of the threP 
largPst ron"-E'rvatnries of the land: 

also the oldest conservatory in 

America. In the auditorium of 

Kiinhall Hall-nationally known 

for its definite contributions to 

musical education and culturt'

artists of {,!realest fame have 
appeared: Silting at their feet 

tens of thousands have lost them

selves in that spell of music which 
lifts mortals from the land of 
merf' hurry ami flurry. The main 
organ and piano display rooms, 
and thf' executive ollices of the 
W. W. Kimball Co. are in this 

building. Yistors are always 
welcomP, cordially received at 
Kimball Hall. 



KDIBALL 
GRA.:"'D 

KIMBALL PIANOS 

STY Lt: 

The Kimhall piano of today as in the past. is as fine a piano as can be built. That is wh~· 

!J!any thousands of tlwm are used in schools. colleges. consernttories: why thP h.imball has 

tur yt>ars hf'f'll the choice of the world's fhwst musicians: why it is in mort> homf's than any 

othPr finr piano. Then' is a Kimball piano pricPd for en•ry pursP. sl~'l<'d for f'Very tastt'. 

( 0:\CI::RT 
G HA_:\ ll 

tf . 
.... ,...,.t;. _,.,._ ......... ' 

~TY Lt: 
")I'' 



THE KI-'1 BALL FACTORY • The Largest in the lVorld 
DEYOTED TO THE BUILDI:\"G OF FI:\"E PIPE ORGAXS A:\"D PIANOS 

40 



41 

THE KIMBALL FACTORY 

THE vast Kimball faelorv is locatf'd in the 

heart of Chicago's industrial section with 

its own railroad sidings for receipt of raw 

materials and shipping of the finishf'd product. 

Its own power plant suppliPs pO\wr. light and 

hf'at-economy and independence are part of 

the Kimball creNI. <..{! Jn the purcha~l" of all 

materials thP Kimball PipP Organ Dt>partnlf'nt 

hf'nl"fils by the ~'fPal purchasing powPr of t hi" 

w. w. Kimball c(.mpany. Thf" grPa! voluJ<lf' of 

ma!Prials u,.ed by the cnm

hined organ and piano fac

tories commands lower 

pricPs I han can he obtained 

by I hos{' who manufaet urc 

pip!:' organs on!~-. <..{! .!\lan)· 

of our emplo;n•es can look 

baek on forty and fift)· 

-fathf'r and son work sidf" hy ,.;idP. :\s gPrwra

tiuns of the Kimball family succPf'd to the 

managf'mlmt of our firm. the familif"s of our 

employees carry un from gPneration to genf"r

ation. <..{! All parts of the Kimball organ are 

built in our facto~·. Rigid control of I hE' quality 

of materials and workmanship is ext>rdsed at 

I:'Ye~· stage in the building of the organ and 

I hP entirf' instrumPnt is l"rPrtPfl for a final and 

condush·e lE-st in our factory before being 

>"hipped to its dl"Stination. 



THE KI~IBALL ORGAN 

F
OR those who are making a thorough and searching investigation of the 

various organs and who believe in FACTS, we recommend a close scrutiny 

of the following pages. It is our aim to show how the Kimball organ is built 

and how it operates-and in language which will be easil~, understood by all. 

Let us take you to a Kimball organ- let us togt-ther closely examine every part of its 

mf'chanism and pipf's. Our first glancf' will show that an organ is made up of two main 

dh·isions. The first one Wf' encounter is thP Consoli" or hf')'df'sk. Thf' ot hf'r is the Organ 

itsf'lf-its wimh·hf'i'ls. rf'SPn·oirs. wind trunking. its exprt>ssion controlling swf'lllo\hutters and 

the ultimate rf'ason for thP mPchanism-1 hf' piJWs. 

Twa .llanual Stopkf!Y Con.,olt-

THE CONSOLE 

\\i E fine! that tht> Kimball cons.olt> is a wt>ll executed 

example of the cabinet maker's art, built of whatever 

wood best harmonizes with the environment and well 

finished inside and out. ~ There are two types of 

consoles, the stopkPy console (as shown by illustra

tions ~o. 1 and ~o. 2) and the drawknob console (as 

shown by illustrations :No. 3 and ~o. 4). The stopkey 

consolf' is available in two and thrf'e manual organs 

and thf' drawknob type in all sizes. The choice of 

console has no bearing on the efficienc~· of the organ, 

but is rather one of personal prefprence of the organist 
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Three .\lanrznl Sfupkey Console 

Three .\lunuul Druu·krwh Cumwle 

-l3 

and purchas!'r. (.~ :\11 playing controls are 

located in al'cordance with the standards adopted 

by thf' :\nwril'an Guild of Organists and Pasily 

rPadlPd without loss of balanl'e on !'V!'n a five 

m:t.nual consol!'. (.~ Both manual and pNial 

keys are hinged and removable for Pasy acl'ess 

to contacts and rPgulating devices. \YP note 

with interPst that thP sharps on thP pPdal kPys 

arP mad!' of hlal'k mouldNI hakPlitf' having 

rf'markahlf' Wf'aring rf>!'istanl'P. far supPrior to 

I hP wood sharps g!'nPrally usN I. (.~ Jf stopkf'ys 

arf' l'hos!'n for stop l'ontrols. we finrJ eal'h one 

sf'l in a mf'lal framf' l'mllaining the spring and 

adju.:t inJ! s<·rpw and r;;>movahiP as a unil. The 

drawknohs move in and out in a straight line 

in VPh-et bu,:hings and hot h I ypf's of :'lop C'ont ruls 

arP as,:istPd in thPir motion by a toggle spring 

or eam "" I hf'ir posit ion is positive .. eit hf'r on or 

off. Thf' exprPssion and l'resl'f'ndri pPdals are 

mountf'd on a hardened steel shaft and turn in 

bronze bushings with independent tension 

adjustments. These bearings are lubril'aled from 

I he outsidP by ball l'Up oilers so that wf'ar is 

negligible and squeaks eliminated. All other 

l'ontruls sul'h as l'ombinalion pistons and toe 

pistons an' mounted in self-l'ontained units fur 

eas~· inspc>l'lion and adjustment.(.~ The combin

ation nH•ehanism is installf'd insidf.' the l'tmsol!'s 

of stopkP~- I ~·pe. I I is prompt. rf'liabiP and quif.'t. 

ThP entirP mPchanbm is of metal. made to 



utmo~t pr.,dsion. In drawknob consoles the actual combination mE-chanism is locatE.'d outside 

thE.' con:.,.ole. in thl' blower or relay rooms. and actuates thc stop controls by remotE.' control. 

This most ingenious and rf'Iiable mechanism is built according to a Sl'cret design and its 

perfection in speedy and accurate operation is a marvE>l of fine engine~>ring. All consoles are 

insulated by special methods to reduce noise to its very minimum. 

THE ORGAN 
Turning now to the other main dh·ision we find the chests, reservoirs, etc. are made of No. 1 

clear white pine. In the supporting structure we note the sound, clear Douglas fir. All this 

woodwork is carefully protccted by two eoats 

of lacqucr. a tougher and more lasting finish 

than the widely used shcllac. lf The com-

Four .\lanual Dnm•knob DJmr,fe 

pr£>&'>ed air originating in the blowing plant 

is delivercd to the reservoirs which are equipped 

with sevrral valves of graduated sizes, deliv

~>ring a copious amount of wind to the chPsls 

and creating ahsohlll.' "steady wind .. for eithrr 

"staccato .. or .. fortissimo .. playing of the organ. 

The very finest alum tannNI shePpskin .is used 

both inside and out for the resen·oirs insuring 

reliability and long life. The trf'molos are of 

the bl.'llows type, made of white pine. Their 

speed ·is governed by thl.' adjustment of a 

weight. which acts like a pendulum. The 

intensity of beat is go,·emed by a mo,·able 

gate-vah·e in the supply pipe. A truly beautiful 

vibrato is obtained by this ingenious method of 

dual control of the tremolo. ~We now pay especial attention to the swell shades, which are 

made of laminated wood, two inches or more thick. Obviously, the unusual thickness is 

to secure the wide range of expression whi<'h is such a notable feature of the Kimball organ. 

The shutters are also graduated in size and each one is operated by its individual "motor", 

which in its turn is controlled el.-ctri<'ally by contacts under the expr.-ssiun pedal in the console. 
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By op:>ning the narrow~>st shutter first and the othPrs in succession a s.mooth crescendo uf 

tone is possible, truly astounding. The rapidity of th~ sw~>ll shuller mechanism permits the 

swiftest accents, so essential for the rl:'ndition of truly fine music. ,,!f The number of move

mPnts of an organ key in only one year's use is almost incrPdihle. The contacts must make 

circuit ewry time--and the first time even after long disuse. We find the contacts made of 

coin sil\"er, an element which does not fail as a result of 

oxidization or tarnishing. In addition the motion of the 

k£·~- causes a slight rubbing action betwePn the two 

;;nrfacP5 of t>ach contact which k€'€'ps thf'm clt:'an and 

polislwcl. From t hf' contacls the current flows into I he 

cab If's and I hrough I hem into I h€' magnets. Tht:' cahlf's 

are m:whine spun. soaked in paraffin. are wound in many 

wrappings of p:.traffinf'd papt'r and f'ncased in an outf'r 

coYf'rin~ which is impregnatNI with a flame-proof slatE' 

compnimcl. Each wirf' in tlw main cablf's is individually 

insulated with nine coats of baked enanwl under the 

parall1nrd in,-ulatinn. Kimball cah!f:',. comply with the 

eode of thf' \'ational Board of Fire l"ndf'rwrilf'rs. whieh 

t•ven p~rmits their installation without conduit-so :-:afc 

are th!':· from t:'lectrical or fire hazard. # The magnet 

arm'll ure. lifted b~; ~>lectricall~- ener~::ized magnet coils 

acting therPfore as: a vah·e, starts the train of pneumatic 

impnl,.;es which rE>:mlts in a spl."aking pipe. The magnl't is 

t hPrefore 1 ht:- .. brains·· of t hl' organ and must always 

function under all conditions. We find the Kimball magnet 

made to utmost precision. The base is die cast in one 

single piec€', the armature of coppPr p]ated soft iron. and 

t hr inlet of air to the magnet is protE>cted by a fine mesh-

Working on Console in Factory 

scrE>e-n which pre\·ents thE> entranc~:> of forei{-.'11 matter which is tht:- commonest cause of "d

phPrs ... Th~>re is nothing finer than the Kimball magnet-many p•ars of research and use have 

45 



RHd Pipes Being .\lade in Pipe Shop 

l'oicing of Organ Pipu 

proven its superiority. c.t! Thr. Kimball 

chests are of the famous ''Pitman'' typt> and 

all air channels in the chPst recPive three 

coats of varnish to insure against any air 

leaks from one channel to anotht>r. The 

pouches are made of soft English tanned 

leather and thP rP.Iiahility ami durability 

of this type of ch('st is pron'n by many 

years of use in thousands of pip(' organs. 

The rapidity of thC' Kimball mechanism 

is largt:'ly due to this wpiJ dt'i'ig-m"'d and 

carefully built cbt>st, which has no supt'rior. 

lf All Kimball pipt>S are made in ,;ur factory. 

The metal pipes are made of metal sheets 

cast to desired thickness and of varying 

percenlagi'S of tin and IPad as sperifif>d by 

the Voicing DeparlmPnt. :\lost Kimball 

Diapa,on pipes are made of"spotted metal," 

an alloy of 607c tin an~l -10% lead. Strint:,-s 

and flute pipes are mad€' of metal of even 

higher percentage of lin, up to 90%. which 

is termt>d .. pure tin". These mf>lals. rich 

in tin. create pipes which can he ,·oicPd to 

give a rich. vibrant lone uf grE"at. harmonic 

de\·elopment. All metal pipes have slide 

tuners, even when slottE"d to insure perma

nency of pitch.~ All wood pipes are made 

of white pine with hardwood mouths and 

hardwood fronts and hack in the pipes 

above 2' C. ~,.t! The Kimball reed pipes are 
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mane with spotted metal resonator hells. the rE"ed tongtlP.S of hea\-y burnished brass, securely 

insertE"d in the eschallot by means of brass wedges. The tuning wire is heavy and passes 

through an ex1.ra ht>a\"-y block, cast with a shouldt>r supporting the eschallot against the 

pressure of the tuning wire. The KimbaU reed pipes due to their sturdy construction stand in 

tune as well as flue pipes. r..lf Voicing of the organ pipes is truly an art and the artisans who 

are entrusted with this important 

dut)· in our factory are men \vho 

have spent a lifetime at their work. 

Our head voicer is the directing gt>nius 

who has the tonal picture of the entire 

organ in his mind and who la)·s out 

tht' scale and specifies all other dt>taits 

concerned 'nth the pipe stru<'ture. 

His assistants. each a master in his 

sp~cific branch of work voices the 

pipPS in Pach set and thPn finally 

our ht>ad voict>r makes a thorough 

insp~ction of each stop when com

pletely finished. The Kimball voicing 

staff works closely with the Kimball 

staff of tonal designers-tht>ir purpose 

is one and the same-to create a 

truly fine tonal masterpiece. ~ All 

Kimball organs are erected in our 

factory for a thorough mechanical 

tt>St before shipment. Electrical and 

· wind connections are made and each 

note is operated so as to be sur{' that 
Kimball Organ Erected in Fqcfory for Finol Tuling 

nothing has been overlooked. ~ Its installation is entrusted only to expert organ technicians 

trained in the Kimball factory. A final tone regulation is given the organ after it is completely 

installed, so as to bring it as close to perfection as the acoustics of the.auditorium will allow~ .· 

~From the birth of a Kimball organ on papet-the specifications-to the last tonal reg- . 

ulation and tuning in& it.s final home-it receives the attention or the most expert artisans

m{'n whose life is that of love for their work. The Kimball creed is this; to create of mere 

material things a work of Art-a living memorial to human efforts. 
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